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“The Mahabharata:”

Its Historicity, Antiquity, Evolution and 
Impact on Civilization

2nd International Seminar VIF, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi, 26th & 27th April 2012

Brief Synopsis
Most ancient Civilization’s, History and Literature arouse various emotions 
in people and form the basis of understanding and learning’s from the past. 
This is because they also act as a mirror, and become a basis of connecting to 
the roots of human, social, political and cultural evolution of nations and its 
values & philosophy. 

It is amazing to reflect how old the Vedas could be and how old the Vedic 
literature is. Literature is a reflection of society, of a period in the history of a 
nation, and, like legendary personalities, legendary Literature become larger 
than life. Our Epics fall in this category. As recently as 1947, Albert Einstein 
had said about Mohan Das Karamchand Gandhi that ‘Generations to come 
will scarce believe that such a one as this ever in flesh and blood walked upon 
this earth’. Some personalities, some happenings in the evolution of nations 
become so unique and are rich with such high values and probity of social 
responsibility, and are yet so true to life, that they blur the lines between 
Reality and Imagination. We find it difficult to believe that such persons ever 
existed or such incidents actually happened in the history of a country. The 
same seems to be true about the ideas some people have regarding many 
things related to Ancient India’s journey till today. What happened centuries 
ago now seems unbelievable? We see this most prominently in the way a lot 
of the present generation looks at its two famous and popular Epics  -The 
Ramayan and The Mahabharata. 

While Ramayana is the mirror of the life of Ram, heir to the Ayodhya Kingdom 
of north India and is a treaties on the political and interpersonal relationships 
of families, The Mahabharata, as its name suggests, encompasses the whole 
of the Aryavarta region and is a fight against falling value systems in all fields, 
and explains the supremacy of ‘right Karma’ for sustaining dignified human 
life on this planet. Mahabharata deals with every aspect of existence on earth 
--political, social and interpersonal and relationship of man with nature. It 
attempts to make humans realize their real self, the souls, the responsibility of 
being on this planet and the actions needed to preserve, protect and enhance 
the creation of the superior being ‘Brahma’. Could such a huge compass of 
events, feelings, teachings and array of actions, be mere imagination? Is there 
no truth in it? Is it not a historical depiction of a society that had reached a 
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pinnacle of high values and could not let a few wayward beings mar their journey of progress? For centuries volumes have been written 
on the Geeta, the characters of Mahabharata. Many times Reality is stranger than Fiction. 

It is hardly surprising that a certain section of society does not even believe that Ram existed or that the Mahabharata can be a close 
to truth Historical Literature, as the belief about high values of Mahatma Gandhi are already eroding. It is the Archaeologist, Historians 
and Sanskrit Scholars who can be leading lights in our efforts to find and understand the Historicity, Antiquity, Evolution and Impact of 
Mahabharata on Indian Civilization, of the Mahabharata. To understand this, and to create awareness of the research findings of scholars, 
through scientific methodology, of our Archaeologists.
 
Historians and Sanskrit Scholars, Draupadi Trust proposes to organize an International Seminar. On the topic ‘The Mahabharata: Its 
Historicity, Antiquity, Evolution and Impact on Indian Civilization”. This Epic is a milestone in the history of Ancient India and is a very 
crucial link to our prevailing civilizational ethos and value systems.

Major Gen G.D. Bakshi, Defence Strategist            Shri Gurcharan Das (Renowned author)

Many books have been inspired by the legends of this greatest of Epics, the latest being by a well known Indian Corporate head ‘Titled 
‘The Difficulty of Being Good’. Krishna, and his teachings of Geeta, are followed by many communities of the world. Stories of Krishna, 
Radha, Arjun, Bishma, Duryodhan are quoted as examples in households and Draupadi stands out as the first liberated woman, who 
was attempted to be disrobed for having unique identity of her own. In fact most queens of Mahabharata are examples of empowered 
women. Finding out their historicity will add weight to the knowledge their conduct gives to many modern liberated women. Those 
who do not learn from History are destined to repeat it, but to learn from History, let us first understand it. The Mahabharata is a very 
important piece of ‘literary’ and ‘Tradition’ evidence in our historical evolution as a civilized race & nation.

The fact cannot be denied that the sayings of the Geeta are eternal truths and till date as valid as when they were propounded by 
Krishna. So what is the date of this writing and the personalities that were the centerpiece of the evolution of the Mahabharata. The 
impact of Mahabharata is not just national but International. But in India, the Mahabharata forms the soul of its philosophy and values of 
life. Thus it is imperative that we do look into its authenticity and put it in proper Historical perspective.
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Miss. Renu Chopara (Daughter-in-law of Shri B.R. Chopra Receiving the Draupadi 
Samman Award from Smt. Sheela Dixit, Hon’ble CM, GNCTD

Prof. Alf Hiltebeitel (George Washington Univ. USA) Receiving the Token of 
Appriciation from Smt. Sheela Dixit, Hon’ble CM, GNCTD

Chief Guest Justice J. S. Varma, retd. Chief Justice of India & Guest of Honor  
Dr. S. K. Goel DG, ICCR, GOI. Receiving the Token at the Inauguration Ceremony

Prof. B.B. Lal, receiving Token from Smt. Sheela Dixit, Hon’ble CM, GNCTD

Volunteers with the Hon.Chief Minister

Objectives: of the Seminar
The Main Objective was to put in proper perspective the 
historicity, authenticity and evolution of the Mahabharata. 

Other Objectives were 
to give a scientifically & logically researched authenticity to our 
ancient Indian History, its characters and important events in 
chronological order in relation to present times.

To learn about the past and connect it to the present so “that 
generations to come will believe’ the reality as it was and not 
blur it with ‘isms’ or ignorance. 
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Lecture by K.K.Mohammad, Regional Director 
Monuments, ASI, GOI  

New Delhi,  1st June 2012

This program was inaugurated by Adl. Secretary Cultre, Govt. of 
India, Shri Ravinder Singh. With the objective to showcase and 
highlight the tremendous work done by Shri K.K.Mohammad, 
retired Regional Director ASI, the Trust organized the program at 
India Habitat Center, New Delhi. A Presentation was made by Shri 
K.K. Mohammad on the restoration work undertaken by him, on 
the 100+ destroyed Temples, at the dacoit infested district Morena, 
Madhya Pradesh. 

The participants were spellbound by his presentation, which 
revealed his determined pursuit and fight with Dacoits & Minning 
Mafia in preserving the ancient cultural heritage. His methodical and 
structured presentation on the revival of these Temples was a jouney 
of grit interspersed with motivations from Media and other well 
wishers. He took the audience through a jouney of how he pieced 
together broken pieces into a majestic piece of great architectural 
magnificence. It eneded with the beautiful series of Temple, standing 
as a crowning glory to his indepth knowledge and passion for his 
work for our common cultural heritage.

The hall having a capacity of 100 persons was jampacked with almost 
140 persons and Shri Mohammad received a standing ovation for his 
inspiring work. He rightly called the Monument Man.

Sri K.K. Mohammad, Reg. Dir. (Monuments) ASI, GOI Making his Presentation

A Houseful Participation

Sri K.K. Mohammad, Reg. Dir. (Monuments) ASI, GOI Making his PresentationSri Ravinder Singh, Secretary Culture, address the gathering

‘Dacoits, Mafia & Temples 
Restoration’




